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In this course, you deepen and refine the core academic skills you gained in AP Seminar through 

rigorous and scholarly practices including reading, writing, reasoning, and collaboration. You will 

choose a topic to explore, create a question about that topic and design the research method that you 

will then use to answer your own question.  The result of this process is a 20-page research paper and 

a 20-minute presentation and oral defense.  

 

Assessment: the primary assessment of this course is the through-course assessment which 

involves an Academic Paper (20 pages) and an accompanying Presentation and Oral Defense to a 

panel of three adults (15-20 minutes).  The paper comprises 75% of your score; the presentation 

and oral defense comprises 25%.  The due date for this project is April 30, 2020. 

 

To assist students with meeting the requirements of this through-course assessment, there will be 

periodic graded assignments in this class, all designed to further your progress in your research 

project.  Failure to complete any of these tasks will severely impair your ability to finish the through-

course assessment.    

 

You will be expected to complete each of the following: 

1. Annotated Bibliography (1 practice, 1 formal) 

2. Literature Review (1 practice, 1 formal) 

3. Inquiry Proposal Poster/Slide (with explanatory “elevator speech”) 

4. Formal Inquiry Proposal Form 

5. Expert Consultant Request Letter 

6. Expert Consultant Appointment Book/Correspondence Log 

7. Multiple Formal and Informal Peer Review of papers and presentations 

8. Process and Reflection Portfolio (PREP) – this is your lifeline – do NOT neglect your 

weekly PREP entries. 

   

Another important facet of this course is collaboration with an Expert Consultant.  Since you have 

free reign to select a line of inquiry in any academic discipline (and because some lines of inquiry 

may blend widely diverse academic disciplines), you will need the guidance of at least one expert in 

your field of study.  This consultant will be required to be one of the three members on the panel for 

your presentation and oral defense.   

 

It will be up to you to identify possible consultants, make a formal request for their assistance and to 

solicit and schedule their guidance throughout your research process.  You will receive strict 

guidelines for what consultants may and may not do to guide you in the process.   
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Now it is time to take a deep breath, square your shoulders, steel your determination, and venture 

forth on the second phase of our QUEST.   

 

 

AP Capstone Plagiarism Policy  

Participating teachers shall inform students of the consequences of plagiarism and instruct students 
to ethically use and acknowledge the ideas and work of others throughout their coursework.  The 
student’s individual voice should be clearly evident, and the ideas of others must be acknowledged, 
attributed, and/or cited.  
 
A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken 
from the work of someone else through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or 
through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP 
Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Assessment Task.  In AP Seminar, a team of students that 
fails to properly acknowledge sources or authors on the Written Team Report will receive a group 
score of 0 for that component of the Team Project and Presentation. 
 

A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g., evidence, data, sources and/or 

authors) will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP 

Research Performance Assessment Task.  In AP Seminar, a team of students that incorporates 

falsified or fabricated information in the Written Team Report will receive a group score of 0 for that 

component of the Team Project and Presentation. 

 


