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In this course, you will develop core academic skills through rigorous and scholarly practices 

including reading, writing, reasoning, and collaboration. You will explore topics of local,  regional, 

national, or international interest/relevance using a variety of different foci and through these topics, 

will learn and develop the skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation  of issues, followed by 

thoughtful reflection. The critical skills of effective communication and collaboration will be 

developed and honed throughout the various unit of study. A major goal of this course is to 

intellectually engage you through selection of high interest and globally relevant topics and through 

this, to teach you how to learn, independent of a classroom setting, how to examine your own point 

of view, and how to analyze alternative perspectives through research, analysis, synthesis, and 

evaluation. 

 

This course is not tied to a specific content area.  Rather, it emphasizes the following core skills: 

  

➢ Question and Explore 

➢ Understand and Analyze Arguments 

➢ Evaluate Multiple Perspectives 

➢ Synthesize Ideas 

➢ Team, Transform, Transmit 

 

These core skills complement the in-depth, subject-matter study of your other AP courses and exams.  

You will gain the skills you need to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy, construct 

evidence-based arguments, conduct research and evaluate evidence, and collaborate and 

communicate.   

 

The instruction for this course is grounded in the use of topics and themes.  These topics and themes 

are academic and real-world driven.  They will allow you to engage in cross-curricular conversations 

and explore the complexities of issues by examining divergent perspectives.   

 

Our first theme is Wealth and Poverty.  We will explore this theme is a short mini-unit designed to 

familiarize you with the course structure.  Then we will begin our first full-sized unit exploring the 

topic/theme of Food. Our third theme will be Gender.  

 

The theme for our fourth unit will selected by ….YOU!  (Don’t worry; by then you will have a much 

better picture of what all this means!) 
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***The instruction segment for this course ends with the first semester.*** 

 

 When you return from winter break, you will enter the “Assessment Cycle.”  This simply means that 

you will be required to apply your newly acquired skills in the following three ways: 

 

1. A group research project (AP Seminar Performance Task 1) – 20% 

a. 1200 individual research report 

b. 8-10 minute team presentation  

2. An individual research project (AP Seminar Performance Task 2) – 35% 

a. 2000 word argumentative research paper 

b. 6-8 minute individual presentation 

3. A 2-hour written AP exam (AP Seminar End-of-Course Exam) – 45% 

 

These three assessments will be combined to derive your final AP Exam Score for this course. 

 

Bottom Line: This course will be challenging, valuable, and enlightening. It will also be FUN! 

However, you will only get out of it what you are willing to put into it.  Let’s all give it a 110% and 

see how much we learn and grow together.  Fasten your seatbelts….our QUEST begins!!!   

 

 

AP Capstone Plagiarism Policy  

Participating teachers shall inform students of the consequences of plagiarism and instruct students 
to ethically use and acknowledge the ideas and work of others throughout their coursework.  The 
student’s individual voice should be clearly evident, and the ideas of others must be acknowledged, 
attributed, and/or cited.  
 
A student who fails to acknowledge the source or author of any and all information or evidence taken 
from the work of someone else through citation, attribution, or reference in the body of the work, or 
through a bibliographic entry, will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP 
Seminar and/or AP Research Performance Assessment Task.  In AP Seminar, a team of students that 
fails to properly acknowledge sources or authors on the Written Team Report will receive a group 
score of 0 for that component of the Team Project and Presentation. 
 

A student who incorporates falsified or fabricated information (e.g., evidence, data, sources and/or 

authors) will receive a score of 0 on that particular component of the AP Seminar and/or AP 

Research Performance Assessment Task.  In AP Seminar, a team of students that incorporates 

falsified or fabricated information in the Written Team Report will receive a group score of 0 for that 

component of the Team Project and Presentation. 

 

 

 

 


