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Dear Quest Families,
We are already in the Fall season and the Quest students, families and staff have
accomplished a lot already in this unusual school year.
We currently have 800 students enrolled at Quest, with 550 students on campus. We
keep our expectations high regarding safety, supporting both our staff and students
remain healthy. Students and staff have limited contact to other classes, masks have
been worn, hand sanitizer or hand washing has occurred with every transition,
students are seated 6 feet apart during lunch time with tables spread out in the cafeteria and lobby, and
we have implemented an organized dismissal processes.
The Quest students have exceeded our expectations. They are resilient and show us, on a daily basis,
that all things are possible when we work together. They walk in each morning, wearing masks, yet still
greeting adults with kind words, memories to share, or upcoming events they are excited about. They
have adjusted to the procedures and complain very minimally. Each day they strive for their personal
best and continue to keep the need for routines in the forefront of our minds. Bottom line, your children
are amazing, and they fill our buckets every day! Thank you for raising such wonderful children!
The families of Quest have raised over $26,000, through the Quest Fun Run, to support our students with
online educational programs, online teacher classroom resources, and additional technology. Quest has
been able to support our students on campus, our Quest staff, and those eLearner families, without a
device, with the technology we previously had and able to purchase with PTO donated funds.
Parents have supported the staff while we created new protocols and adjustments to meet the
reopening requirements and addressing the needs of Quest. Parents have attended online iReady
workshops with Mrs. Kostka, our Instructional Coach, and supported our first iReady Diagnostic, driving
our instruction within the classroom. Parents have attended conferences and communicated, with staff,
via online formats. ELearning parents have ensured their students are engaged and attentive throughout
the day, making their child?s academics a priority.
Our cafeteria staff has provided free breakfasts, lunches and weekend packs for our students. Ms. Karen
Straight, our cafeteria manager, is either out front or in the bus loop each Friday passing out the meals.
Mrs. Kessel, our media specialist, has continued our QTV program, having students anchor and record
the broadcast online. Mrs. Lally and Ms. Bailey, part of our 6th grade team, have begun Safety Patrol,
adjusting our program with social distancing in mind. Coach Nestor, our PE teacher, opened Walk and
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Talk from 7:30-7:45, allowing students an alternative to sitting in the lobby or cafeteria while waiting for
classrooms to open. Mrs. Foote, our music teacher, is launching her strings unit with our fifth-grade
students and supporting those sixth graders who took strings last year, preparing them for Middle
School. Our guidance team, Mrs. Rosemont and Mrs. Jean, have participated in the Activity wheel,
supporting our students social/emotional needs. They will begin our Explorer ?s Club, small group social
skills groups, this month. Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. Portalatin, our Gifted Teachers, have launched their
?Talents? program, enriching intermediate students in Mathematics. Mrs. Rosado and Ms. Amy Bailey, a
2nd and 4th grade teacher on site, have provided both online and in person tutoring for those students
who qualified, through our ASP program. Mrs. Caruso, our ESOL teacher, has begun ESOL tutoring after
school, supporting our upper grade students that speak English as a second language.
Our teachers have adapted and supported our students in the building, through eLearning, and with the
hybrid model. They have adjusted their instruction, thinking outside of the box, supporting our student?s
education, while social distancing and adhering to the reopening protocol. Teachers have met in their
grade level?s Professional Learning Communities, discussing student data, intervention and enrichment
support, as well as ways to encourage students and accommodate the new normal.
We will conclude the Fall and approach the Winter and Spring with the same enthusiasm and
determination as we have in the past few months. Your child?s well-being and education is our priority,
and we will achieve, what we felt, back in August, was impossible. Thank you for all your support!
Sincerely,
Ms. Christine Boyd

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quest?s Teacher of the Year and Employee of the Year!
Teach er of th e Year: M rs. Donna Joh nson

Empl oyee of th e Year: M r. Dav i d Hagl er

L: Ms. Christine Boyd - R: Mrs. Donna Johnson

L: Mr. David Hagler- R: Ms. Christine Boyd

UPCOM ING EVENTS
November 2 - 15 - Virt ual Book Fair

December 8 - Int erims Available on FOCUS

November 11 - VETERAN'S DAY -Holiday for all

December 9 - Fall Ret ake Phot os

November 12 - PTO SKYPE Meet ing 8:00 AM

December 25 - January 1st W INTER BREAK

November 16 - SAC SKYPE Meet ing 2:30 PM

January 4 - St udent s Ret urn t o School

November 25 - Teacher/ St udent Holiday

Every Friday Early Release 1:15 PM

November 26 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING, Holiday for all
November 27 - Holiday for all

AP HIGHLIGHT - BY TAUNA PHILLIPS
In st illin g Gr at it u de
With the holiday season approaching, it is a time to remember all the amazing things we are grateful for. To
quote Zig Ziglar, ?Gratitude is the healthiest of all human emotions. The more you express gratitude for what
you have, the more likely you will have even more to express gratitude for. " Gratitude is a very important
concept for our children to learn; it does not typically come naturally for them, so it must be explicitly taught
like other social emotional traits. Below are some activities that you can use in the home to help instill a sense
of gratitude in your child.
* Gr at it u de Collage: Look through magazines with your child and share a couple things that you find that you
are grateful for. Share these with your child; then ask your child to look for more pictures of things they are
grateful for. Use these pictures to create a gratitude collage that your child can proudly display on the fridge.
* Gr at it u de Spies: Play the ?Spying for Gratitude? game with your child. At the beginning of the day, tell your
child to look for something that he or she is grateful for and to share it with the person. At the end of the day,
ask your child to share this experience with you. If your child is unable to share an experience of gratitude with
you, you can model by sharing something from your day and telling them that they can spy for gratitude the
following day. Remind your child, ?The way to develop the best that is in a person is by appreciation and
encouragement.? -Charles Schwab
* Gr at it u de Su r pr ise St ick y Not es: Sit with your child to make a list of people they are grateful for. Once the
list is complete, have your child write a sticky note with something they are grateful for about each person. Let
your child ?deliver ?these notes by placing them where the person will see them. (i.e. on a phone, desk, door,
etc.) Remind your child, ?Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.? William Arthur Ward
* Gr at it u de Let t er s f or t h e Com m u n it y: Talk with your child about what they are grateful for in their greater
community. (i.e. police, fire station, bank, hospital, grocery store, etc.) Write letters of gratitude with your child
and deliver them together to people in the community. Remind your child, ?Thankfulness is the beginning of
gratitude. Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness. Thankfulness may consist of merely words. Gratitude is
shown in acts.?- Henri Frederic Amiel
* Gr at it u de Jou r n als: Have your child create a gratitude journal. Let him/ her decorate the cover. Once a
week, have your child write three things they were grateful for that week and why. Talk to your child about
how they felt and how they think the other person felt in each situation. It is important to limit this activity to
once a week so that the activity does not lose its impact over time. Remind your child, ?When I started
counting my blessings, my whole life turned around.?- Willie Nelson
As the Quest Assistant Principal, I am genuinely grateful for the support of each family and the opportunity
our school community is given to coach and love your children. I am grateful for a community that believes in
seeing all students succeed. It is our goal at Quest to develop well-rounded students who will make a huge
impact on this world, and my hope is that you will join us in continuing to inspire this feeling of gratitude in
your children.
Sincerely, Mrs. Tauna Phillips

QUEST FOR LITERACY - BY JULIE KOSTKA

A message from your Literacy Coach

V

ocabulary refers to the words we must understand to communicate effectively.

Educators often consider four types of vocabulary: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. Listening vocabulary refers to the words we need to know to understand what
we hear. Speaking vocabulary consists of the words we use when we speak. Reading
vocabulary refers to the words we need to know to understand what we read. Writing
vocabulary consists of the words we use in writing.
Vocabulary plays a fundamental role in the reading process and contributes greatly to a
reader 's comprehension. A reader cannot understand a text without knowing what most
of the words mean. Students learn the meanings of most words indirectly, through
everyday experiences with oral and written language. ? ReadingRockets.org.
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Ways we Communicat e

Qu est ?s Book Sw ap Car t is Back !
The carts will be available to students before school on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 ? 7:55 a.m. in the front
lobby.
Remember = Touch it -> Take it; Read it -> Return it

ACTIVITIES' AVENUE
ART

M EDIA
Students are enjoying checking out books in media. 1st grade
students are checking out 2 books, 2nd-6th grade students are
checking out up to 3 books. Kindergarteners will begin
checking out later this month.
The online book fair kicks off Nov. 2nd and runs through Nov.
15th. Please see the flyer that went home this week or check
out the weekly happenings for more information.
Don't forget to check out SORA on your launchpads to read
books online. Students are loving this additional resource for
finding hundreds of books. Sunshine State books are also
available on SORA.

M USIC
Strings will be starting soon with some modifications to align
with the Brevard Public Schools requirements during Covid-19.

Greetings from the Art Room!
Hopefully, your young artists have been bringing home beautiful
Artwork for your viewing enjoyment! We've been working hard
learning about the Elements of Art and Principles of Design and how
they help Artists create great Artwork! Kinder, First, and Second Grade
have done a lot of fun projects so far! Including: learning about how
lines can create awesome artwork with our 3D paper sculptures and
learning how to shade and color with our pumpkins, and they drew
some pretty cool photo bombing Lamas learning about near and far
subjects in Art. 3rd and 4th-grade classes have just recently wrapped
up a two-month landscape project, where they sketched, outlined,
and then watercolor painted their beautiful Artwork; some of which is
on display in the hallways outside of the Art Room! 5th and 6th Grade
just completed a project inspired by the Artist Joseph Amedokpo,
which was also about two months in the making. They sketched,
outlined, and then watercolor painted their work as well. I'm so
proud of all of their hard work. Some classes began working on
Self-portraits last week, but all levels will be doing them over the next
month or so. If you have any questions or concerns about your
students work in Art, please feel free to email Mrs. Haggard at
haggard.kimberly@brevardschools.org. We've got some super fun
projects coming up, and I hope your students are enjoying their time
in Art class being creative!
If you would like to support the Art program, please feel free to order
items from our Amazon wish list.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3CUJBPSYIDHDW?ref_=wl_share

All 5th grade students will participate in a 9-week strings unit
during their activity time during the quarter in which they have
music 2 days per week. For the second quarter it will be for
students in our in-person hybrid group (Hall, Beagle, Ganio)

The items purchased from this wish list will benefit all the students
here at Quest Elementary! Thank you in advance for your
consideration!

and for Ms. Lorigan?s class. Students will be assigned individual
instruments to use in class so there will be no sharing. All
instruction will take place during class, and instruments will not
be going home. There is no cost for this activity, as we want all
students to have the opportunity to try out violin in lieu of
offering a group outside of the school day.
Intermediate strings will begin next week for all brick and
mortar students who have played a string instrument before.
We will meet only once a week for now on Wednesdays from
2:30-3:15. If you are interested in joining intermediate strings
please send Ms. Foote an email stating your interest at
foote.laurel@brevardschools.org
At this time we are unable to offer strings to our e-learning
students due to the amount of in-person hands-on learning
that is required.
Thank you for understanding.

PE
This past week, students in PE celebrated ?Red Ribbon Week? with a
presentation/class discussion on the importance of being drug free.
In November, PE classes will be focusing on pedestrian safety and bike
safety. Students in grades 3-6 will continue fitness challenges which
focus on upper body strength, balance, cardiovascular endurance, and
muscular endurance. Students in grades K-2 will continue to work on
body & spacial awareness, locomotor movements, and fitness
activities/games.

COUNSELOR'S CORNER
Gr eet in gs f r om you r Sch ool Cou n selor s,
WOW, I can?t believe it ?s alr eady Novem ber !
Tim e is goin g by so qu ick ly. It h as been a blast get t in g t o k n ow you r
k ids!
In Novem ber w e w ill be st ar t in g social em ot ion al sm all gr ou ps.
We h ave also been t each in g w h ole gr ou p social em ot ion al
lesson s w eek ly du r in g on e of t h e m edia classes. We ar e
w or k in g on m or e social em ot ion al lear n in g lesson s f or
ou r eLear n er s t oo.
Please visit ou r w ebsit e on t h e Qu est page
f or m or e r esou r ces. Th er e is so m u ch goin g on an d som et im es
w e all n eed a lit t le ext r a su ppor t .

If you n eed an yt h in g, please con t act u s.
Aim ee K. Jean (Last n am es M -Z)
Jo-An n Rosem on t (Last n am es A-L)

Did you know t hat you can recycle ink cart ridges?
GEMS has a collect ion box in t he lobby near t he front doors where
you can drop off your em pt y ink cart ridges.
Sorry t hey cannot t ake t oner cart ridges.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT - FUN RUN 2020 - PHOTOS

Quest
Lit eracy
TECH for
TALK
Please contact your child's teacher with any TECH questions. If your teacher is unable to assist
you, they will forward your concerns to the Quest IT contact.

JOBS W ITH BPS

Current jobs with BPS are available on the districts website https://iss.brevard.k12.fl.us/JOBLST.pgm

FORTIFYFL

FortifyFL app allows any student, educator, parent or member of the public to report school safety
concerns directly to law enforcement and school administrators anonymously and easily through the
FortifyFL app or www.getfortifyfl.com. The Florida Legislature directed this tool?s development in the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Act.
Click here to view flyer

Ways w e Com m u n icat e
Instagram @QuestExplorers
Twitter @QuestExplorers
Facebook @QuestElementarySchool
https:/ / www.brevardschools.org/ QuestES

