
Deputy Chad’s Corner 

 

This is the first instalment of memos of which I will be disseminating to all parents and students. My goal is to 

provide useful information which will educate, remind and place emphasis on issues which will pertain to all at 

Tropical Elementary. 

The first topic I would like to address for student and parent safety is the seatbelt laws: 

                                                                                      

  

 

Children should always be buckled up or in a proper child restraint, and should encourage everyone to buckle up for safety. 

Read on to make sure you know the Florida safety belt law and important safety tips for children of all ages. 

Safety Belts 

 Florida law requires the use of seat belts or child restraint devices by drivers of motor vehicles, all front 
seat passengers and all children riding in a vehicle under 18. 

 Florida’s safety belt law is a primary enforcement law, meaning that an officer can stop a vehicle and 
issue a citation simply for observing a safety belt or restraint violation. 

 Children should be in the rear seats until at least age 12, since deployed front seat air bags can be 
dangerous to children. 

 



Child Restraints – Car Seats and Booster Seats 

 Florida law requires children age 5 and under to be secured properly in a crash-tested, federally 
approved child restraint device. 

 Children ages 0 to 3 must be in child restraint devices of a separate carrier or a vehicle manufacturer’s 
integrated child seat. 

 Children age 4 and 5 must be in a separate carrier, integrated child seat or booster seat. 

 The best child seat is one that fits your child, fits your car and that drivers will use correctly every time. 

 Read the car seat’s instruction manual and the portion of your vehicle’s owner manual when you install 
a car seat. 

 Remember to check for car seat and booster seat recalls. 

 Refer to the official Florida Driver License Handbook for more information on seat belts and child 
restraints. 

The following Florida State Statutes pertain to safety belts and child restraint’s: 

316.613(1)(a) Child Restraint (Driver Cited) This is a moving violation and will gain you points on your license. 
Fine $169.00 

316.614(4)(a) Operator/Passenger under 18 not belted or in a device(Driver Cited) Non Moving Violation/No 
Points but $166.00 citation 

316.614(4)(b) Driver not Belted (Driver cited) No points, but $166.00 citation 

316.614(5) Front seat passenger over 18 not belted(Passenger cited) No points, but $166.00 citation 

Hopefully you find this information useful as a reminder of how to stay safe and the importance of properly 
using safety devices not only for ourselves but our children. 

If you have a topic or question you would like me to cover in my notices please feel free to reach out to me. 

massolini.chad@brevardschools.org 

Thanks for all you do as parents and your constant support of your children’s teachers, staff and law 
enforcement. Let’s make this the best year ever for our kids!!! 

                                

  

https://www.flhsmv.gov/safety-center/consumer-education/recalls/
https://www.flhsmv.gov/resources/handbooks-manuals

