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The second topic I would like to discuss and for you to have a family discussion about, is bicycle safety. My goal 

is to provide useful information, which will educate, remind, and place emphasis on issues that pertains to all at 

Tropical Elementary. 

                                                                        

                        

 

Although there are important safety laws and tips to follow for children bicyclists and pedestrians, motorists 
must pay special attention when driving around them. 

Bicycle Safety Tips for Motorists 

 Drivers MUST give bicyclists a minimum of three feet of clearance when driving alongside or passing 
them. It’s the law. 

 When turning, yield to any bicyclist in the bike lane and make your turn behind the cyclist. 

 Avoid using high beam headlights when you see a bicyclist approaching. 

 Before opening a car door, check for bicyclists who may be approaching from behind. 



Bicycle Safety for Parents and Children 

 Make sure all equipment on the bicycle is in working order (brakes, gears, tires, etc.). 

 All bicycle riders and passengers under age 16 are required by Florida Law to wear a helmet. Always 
wear a properly fitted helmet and securely fasten the strap. 

 Wear appropriate shoes (such as sneakers). Avoid wearing flip-flops or riding barefoot. 

 Be seen. Wear neon or fluorescent or bright colors when riding and wear something that reflects light 
(reflective shoes, reflective tape, etc.). 

 Pay attention. Do not wear headphones so that you can hear the traffic and pedestrians around you. 
Never text and ride. 

 Ride in the same direction as traffic and stay as far to the right as possible. Use bike lanes whenever you 
can. 

 Obey all traffic laws, including signs, signals and lane markings, when riding on the roadway. If crossing a 
roadway upon or along a crosswalk, abide by pedestrian crossing guidelines. 

 Never attach yourself or your bike to any vehicle on a roadway. 

 If riding between the hours of sunset and sunrise, Florida Law requires that the front of the bike be 
equipped with a headlight lamp which exhibits a white light visible for 500 feet, and the rear of the bike 
equipped with a taillight lamp and reflector visible for 600 feet. 

 Cross at intersections and never pull out into the roadway from between parked cars. 

 If riding on the sidewalk or in a crosswalk, yield to pedestrians and give them an audible signal (such as, 
“passing on your left”) before overtaking and passing them. 

Pedestrian Safety for Parents and Children 

 Always walk on the sidewalk if there is one. If no sidewalks are present, walk against the direction of 
traffic so that you can see oncoming vehicles. 

 Always cross the roadway where pedestrians are expected, at corners or in crosswalks. Cross where 
pedestrians are expected. Always watch for traffic when crossing the street. 

 Never enter the street from between parked cars. If crossing mid-block cannot be avoided, pedestrians 
must yield right of way to vehicles on the roadway. 

 Be seen. Wear bright, reflective colors on clothes, shoes, hats and wristbands. Carry a flashlight when 
walking at night. 

 Pay attention. Avoid wearing headphones so that you can hear the traffic and pedestrians around you. 
Never text or look at your cell phone when crossing the street. 

 Follow pedestrian signs and signals. Pedestrians should yield right of way to vehicles if the crosswalk 
signal is red or “Don’t Walk.” 

 Refer to the official Florida Driver License Handbook for more information on bicyclist and pedestrian 
safety. 

 

 

https://flhsmv.gov/resources/handbooks-manuals
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Above I have attached a bike registration form. Please review it, complete it and return it to the office for me. 

The purpose is to have a file of all of our bike riders and their bike in the unfortunate event that one becomes 

stolen. 

 

Please utilize this information to have a family discussion to ensure that our kids are safe getting to and from 

our school.  

 

                                                                   


