The Longhorn Gazette
Lyndon B. Johnson Middle School
2155 Croton Road
Melbourne, FL 32935
(Phone) 321-242-6430

August/September/October
(Fax) 321-242-6436

Dear Longhorn Families,
It is with much pleasure that I welcome you to the 2018-2019 school year. It has already proven to be an
exciting year. Johnson Middle School has undergone some changes over the summer months with personnel due to
attrition and retirement. There are quite a few new faces walking the halls of Johnson, from administrators to
faculty and staff. These new Longhorn family members make a wonderful addition and are excited to be here for
our students and community. As I had expressed at Open House, it was very important for me to find not only the
most qualified individuals but also the right fit for Johnson. With a lot of patience and determination, I was able to
put into place some outstanding quality individuals to be in the classrooms teaching your children. It took longer
than I would have wanted but in the end, I feel that it has definitely paid off. I do thank you for your
understanding and patience as we got the school year up and running.
There are also some technology improvements and practices that we are putting into place that will assist
even more with maintaining better and more frequent communication. We are transitioning to a new school-based
website that is currently under construction but will be ready to launch within the coming weeks. This will mirror
the District website making it more user friendly and easier to navigate. We are also transitioning District wide to
a new gradebook platform starting October 15. FOCUS Gradebook will allow for real-time up to date grading
information so you can monitor your student’s performance at any time. During Open House, many parents
received their personal PIN numbers and instructions regarding activating this account. For those that were unable
to attend, we will be distributing those to the students to take home. An automated phone call will occur to notify
you of that distribution date so you can expect it from your student. In addition, speaking of automated phone
calls home, another practice that is taking place to help with communication will be weekly-automated calls
sharing upcoming events. Through feedback from stakeholders, it is evident that students are not sharing
information at home so we want to ensure the message is received. Please ensure that we have the most up to
date phone numbers in our system in order for you to receive these calls.
As I end this first message, I would like to emphasize my appreciation for your support with school safety.
The passports that students are wearing have made a positive impact on our culture. I know that this could not
have happened without you encouraging your children to have their passport with them upon entering campus.
Enforcing this simple practice is helping us to teach students that we all must follow rules and helping them to
realize that being able to identify them in a crowd is extremely important to us for their safety.
So again, thank you for assisting us to make Johnson a safe environment. This is just one example of what
a united commitment can do for the betterment of our students.

Administration
Principal
Mrs. Marina SaporitoMiddleton
Asst. Principal-Curriculum
Ms. Tanza Coneely
Asst. Principal-Dean
Mrs. Kavitha Tracy
Guidance Counselors
Mrs. Karen Tsairis
Ms. Jessica Vondran
School Based Social Worker
Ms. Janice Waltemeyer, MSW

Sincerely,
Mrs. Marina Saporito- Middleton

Welcome our new Assistant Principal in
Charge of Curriculum, Ms. Tanza Coneely!
I have been a resident of the Johnson Middle School
community since 1992. I grew up in Satellite Beach
and an alumnus of Surfside Elementary, DeLaura
Middle, and Satellite High. I completed my
undergraduate degree at Flagler College, earned a
graduate degree from Webster University and an
Educational Specialist degree from Nova Southeastern
University.
After a career in mental health services, I accepted a
position with Brevard Public Schools in 2002. During
this time, I have had the pleasure of serving the
communities of DeLaura Middle School, Eau Gallie
High School, and Viera High School. Since accepting
the Assistant Principal of Curriculum at Johnson
Middle School, I have made it a priority to meet with
the staff, engage with the students, and reach out to
parents.
My priorities include ensuring a safe learning
environment, support a culture of academic and social
growth, and guide students through productive
struggles. I want to encourage every student to realize
their strengths, recognize their challenges, experience
authentic life lessons and develop a desire for lifelong learning. I want to model respect, commitment
and resilience.
I am a committed member of a team of deliberate
professionals, ensuring student safety and growth. I
will serve Johnson Middle School with integrity,
passion and respect. I look forward to working along
side the faculty, students, families, and community.
Regards,
Tanza Conneely

Welcome our new Dean,
Mrs. Kavitha Tracy!
Hello. First, I would like to thank teachers,
staff, parents and students for welcoming
me to your community. I am extremely
ecstatic to be joining your school as
Assistant Principal. After graduating college
with a Bachelor of Science in Secondary
Education, I began my career in 2005 as a
High School Social Studies teacher in New
York. Moving to Florida provided me with
the opportunity to teach Middle School
Science and Civics in Osceola County.
There, I pursued my Master’s Degree in
Educational Leadership and became a Dean
of Students. I am not only excited to serve
the Brevard County School District but also
to serve and support teachers, students,
parents and our community as a whole.
Sincerely,
Kavitha Tracy

Welcome our new School Based
Social Worker, Ms. Janice
Waltemeyer!
My name is Janice Waltemeyer and I am the
new school based social worker and am
happy to be a part of the Johnson Middle
School team. I recently moved from
Maryland with my husband and twin 16year-old boys. I began my social work
career in 1995 with the Department of
Social Services as the Kinship Care worker.
From 2005 until 2016, I was employed as the
Department of Social Services/Circuit Court
Liaison conducting emergency home studies
for custody evaluations. For the past eight
years, I was employed as the Truancy Court
Coordinator working with students and
families addressing the barriers to school
attendance, academics and attachment. My
role as school social worker is to develop
relationships with families, students and
staff to promote mental health and
academic success. I will provide individual
and group conferencing to students who
experience problems at home, in school or
the community as well as conduct home
visits to provide education and referrals for
community resources. I look forward to
working with everyone here at Johnson
Middle School.
Sincerely,
Janice Waltemeyer

Johnson at Southwest
Tuesday, September 11th
Johnson at DeLaura
Thursday, September 13th
Johnson at Central
Tuesday, September 18th
**Westshore at Johnson
Thursday, September 20th
**Hoover at Johnson
Tuesday, September 25th
**Cocoa Beach at Johnson
Thursday, September 27th
Johnson at Stone
Tuesday, October 2nd
**Southwest at Johnson
Thursday, October 4th
**Stone at Johnson
Tuesday, October 9th
Johnson at Cocoa Beach
Thursday, October 11th

Kaliyah A.

Emma D.

Desmonie B

Gabriella D.

Melissa B.

Isabella G.

Tori B.

Lyla J.

Emily B.

Maya J.

Jasmine B.

Faith K.

Rianne C.

Sophia L.

Riley C.

Jaleah M.

Morgan M.

Kamara S.

Hannah N.

Starla S.

Ashley O.

Haley T.

Mykaila O.

Ashley W.

Samantha P.

Jennifer W.

Kayleen R.

Quinci W.

Amber S.

Madison W.

Gaby S.

Cameron Y.

** Home Game

Girls’ Team

Boys’ Team

Coach Scott

Coach Langlie

Angelina A.
Natalie A.
Melinda B.
Cassie B.
Keliah J.
Sarah L.
Alayna L.
Anaya M.
Mariah P.
Anyia P.
Emma S.
Alyssa S.
Destiny T.
Ariana V.
Sara W.

Charles C.
Derrick C.
Luis C.
Eli D.
Malachi D.
Marcelo G.
Nicholas H.
Quez H.
Zander H.
Riley J.
Anthony L.
Coleton L.
Michael L.
Justin M.
Bruce T.
Justin W.

Interested in ordering a
yearbook? Please visit
www.jostensyearbooks.com to
order yours today! If you are
not able to order online,
students will receive a paper
order form in late October.
Yearbooks are full color,
hardcover, and well worth the
$37! Prices will go up in
January.

Johnson received GOLD
status for PBiS during the
2017-2018. Let's go for the
FourPeat. So what exactly is
PBiS?
We have adopted a unified
set of school wide
expectations. These
expectations define the
behavior in our school. You
will see these expectations
posted throughout the
school and your child will
be learning them during his
or her first days at school.
Our unified school wide
expectations, found in every
classroom and nonclassroom setting in the
school, are as follows:
R - Respect
E - Engaged
P- Prompt
P - Prepared
S - Safe
At Johnson, all students
practice their R.E.P.P.S.

By this time, all
students have recieved
a lanyard, badge holder
and student ID. Every
student is expected to
have their
ID on a lanyard around their neck so the ID is visible.
Students not wearing their IDs will receive a corrective
action (on a progressive scale) including but not limited to
lunch detention and morning detention. If they need to
purchase a new ID, they may come to the Media Center
before or after school any day to order one. Replacement
IDs are $3.00 and IDs with a lanyard/holder are $6.00.
When they are waiting on a new passport, they will have a
receipt to wear in their badge holder until they receive
the new ID.

Student grades shall be a measure of a his/her progress and achievement in mastering the standards for the
course based on the quality of work done and reflect a comprehensive evaluation which utilizes numerous and
varied assessments.
Interim progress reports will be provided for each students, during the 5th week of the nine-week grading period.
Formal, comprehensive semester examinations are required at the end of first semester. Second semester exams
will be administered except in courses connected to the Florida State Assessment (FSA), End of Course Exam
(EOC), or Industry Certification.
The average of each of the two 9-week grading periods is weighted 40% and the semester examination is
weighted 20% (i.e. 40/40/20). The yearlong average for middle school courses that do not administer an EOC
assessment is calculated by averaging the first semester grade with the second semester grade.
High School credit courses for which EOC assessments are given, will earn 1.0 credit upon successful completion
of the course. This includes EOC assessment as 30% of the average or for passing the EOC Exam with a Level 3 or
above.
The Final Course Grade for EOC courses (including Middle School Civics,
High School Algebra 1 and High School Geometry) will be calculated as follows:
 1st Semester Average = 35%

 2nd Semester Average = 35%
 EOC Assessment = 30%

Breakfast is free to all students. It
is served in the cafeteria from
9:00am-9:30am. Please support your
school and take advantage of our
wonderful options like French toast
sticks, chocolate chip muffins and
croissant sandwiches. New this year
we have a breakfast platter every
Monday that comes with an egg and
cheese omelet, slice of bacon and a
biscuit.
We encourage all families to use the
FREE online payment system located
at www.mypaymentsplus.com. From
there you cannot only add money to
your child’s account but you can
track how much your child is
spending and what they are
spending it on each day. Do not
forget to fill out a free and reduced
lunch application if you have not
done one for this school year
already. They need to be completed
each school year. You can apply
online at www.brevardschools.org.
It only takes a few minutes!!

Johnson’s new school website will be
going live on October 26th in
preparation for Edline and Gradequick
to be decommissioned for our district
during the next few of months. Stay
tuned for more information.

October 23
Report Cards
Issued

November 12
Veteran’s Day Holiday, No
School

November 1
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

November 21-23
Thanksgiving Holidays, No
School

October 15
Teacher workday, no
school for students.

AVID Ropes field trip
Oct. 18 Thurs from
9:30 – 4:15; all forms
and payment due no
later than Sept. 21st.
AVID college field trip
to EFSC on Tues., Nov.
27th from 9:30 – 1:10.

Our Book Fair will be going on October 8th-12th in the
Longhorn Library. Prior to the event, students will receive flyers
from their language arts teachers as well as have the opportunity
to see the Book Fair preview video with book trailers and an
author interview. They will visit the book fair with their language
arts classes. Students may also visit the book fair before school,
during lunch and after school to make purchases. We will be open
9:00am-4:30pm (3:15 on Friday).

AVID 8th grade college
field trip to the
University of Florida
Wed., Dec. 5th.

Volleyball Intramurals
Our Volleyball intramurals is to bring in students and potential athletes that are interested in the sport to learn and build their skills in
Volleyball.
Meeting Time: This will start the week of October 22nd. Meetings be held on Tuesday and Thursday’s mornings before school starting
@ 8:15AM.
LEGO Robotics Club
The LEGO Robotics Club’s goal is to challenge kids to think like scientists and engineers. Students will learn how to program LEGO EV3
robots in order to accomplish tasks for this year’s challenge. Students will also learn how to work together as a team to solve problems and
accomplish goals.
Meeting Time: Stay tuned for more information or see Mr. Brady
Spanish Club
The Spanish Club is focused on students interested in learning more about the Spanish language and Hispanic/Latin culture. You do not need
to be a Spanish speaker to be a member. The club participates in various activities (Puerto Rican Parade) that promote Hispanic/Latin culture,
food, and language.
What kind of activities might the student get to experience being a member of your club? Travel, community service, field trips, etc. After
school meetings, field trips and community projects if possible.
Due: Yes! Students will pay $15.00 to buy a t-shirt
Meeting time: Fridays after school. See Ms. Pinto for more information
Longhorn Book Club
Our purpose is to discover, Read and discuss wonderful books. We anticipate attending events such as visiting elementary schools to read to
primary students; SSYRA Book Bash; County Library visit; Barnes and Noble visit; Celebrate Literacy Week Celebrations
Meeting Time: Monday mornings from 8:30-9:00 in the Media Center with Ms. Ford and Ms. Dismore

Environmental Club
The focus of the club will be our recycling program here at school (or lack thereof). In addition to educating our student body
regarding what items should and should not go in recycle bins, I also want to start recycling markers.
Meeting Time: See Ms. Abrams for more details.

Longhorn 8th Graders can celebrate with all their friends and experience the thrills of BOTH Universal Orlando™ theme parks.
When they attend Orlando's only two-park middle school graduation celebration, they will enjoy multiple DJ's, plenty of street
entertainment, and the most exciting rides and attractions around. It is an unbeatable night of thrills in a safe, supervised
environment. Best of all, a voucher for dinner in the parks is included making for the utmost in fun and convenience! The
estimated cost $125 per person (includes round trip bus.)
Criteria to Attend GradVenture Beginning August 2019
•Cannot receive Discipline Referrals for fighting, bullying, chronic disruption, or other serious infractions resulting in Out of
School Suspension
•Cannot receive bus referrals resulting in Bus Suspensions
•Cannot receive corrective strategies that resulted in loss of passport privileges for more than 30 school days for the year up to
the date of the trip
•Cannot have any “Fs” first semester and nothing less than a D in ALL classes on the 3rdNine-Weeks Report Card
•Cannot “FA” first semester
•Cannot have more than 7 unexcused absences 2ndsemester prior to the date of the trip
•Cannot owe any financial obligation or library fines at the time of the ticket sales
•Tickets are expected to go on sale in March 2019. Note: Tickets are non-refundable by the company so if a student is later
determined ineligible to attend or not present the day of the trip then he/she forfeits the ticket.

Every Conflict Isn't Bullying
Bullying, when one person repeatedly abuses or threatens to abuse their power against another person, obviously occurs and
has a profoundly negative impact on individual child’s life and overall school culture. Beyond this definition, I also think of
bullying as stripping someone of their dignity, of their inherent worth, by attacking and/or humiliating someone based on a
perceived inherent trait like their sexual orientation, their conformance to gender expectations, their religion, their socioeconomic level, their race or a disability.

So what can do we do about it? Here are some ideas.

1. Teach the difference between bullying and conflict or drama, respect both as possibly upsetting to people, and tie both
to developing social competency.
2. Teach children that it is not always possible to avoid conflict. Instead, conflict between people is inevitable and the goal
is to handle that conflict competently while treating yourself and the other person with dignity.
3. Redefine how we advise, “Talk to an adult” when a child has a problem and use it as a way to build social competency.
When children identify that they are facing a problem too big for them to solve on their own, part of their self-care and
strategy for solving the problem should be critically assessing which adult in their life will be the best advocate for them.
4. Closely tied to #3 is explicitly communicating to young people that asking for help is not a sign of weakness but a skill
that people use who want more control over their lives and the problems they face.
5.

The chart below demonstrates the difference between Bullying and Conflict:

The Guidance Department at JMS is here to help
students and parents determine what the issue
is and how to deal with the situation.
Contact Information
Karen Tsairis/8Th Grade Counselor:
tsairis.karen@brevardschoolsl.org
Jessica Vondran/7th Grade Counselor:
vondran.jessica@brevardschools.org
Janis Waltemeyer/Social Worker:
waltemeyer.janis@brevardschools.org

