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Congratulations to our literacy coach, Mrs. Kristen Turner, for  

being selected from all of the elementary literacy coaches in the state 

of Florida as the 2015-2016 ñElementary Coach of the Year!ò  We 
are very proud of her and thankful for all that she does in working with the 

teachers and students at Challenger 7 to assure that the best reading in-

struction is provided so that all students develop the skills they need to be successful read-

ers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help me in welcoming our new employees to our Challenger 7 family (from left to 

right) ï Mrs. Lori Delair, our new Title 1 instructional assistant; Mrs. Teresa Kresge, our new 

group leader in childcare; Mrs. Amanda Norman, our new second grade teacher; Mrs. Shayla 

Smith, our new cafeteria worker; and Mrs. Tina Steele, our new third grade teacher.  When you 

see these five individuals around campus, please be sure to say hello and introduce yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of the parents who came to eat with your children during National 

School Lunch Week; we had a great turnout!  Remember, all parents are welcome to come 

eat with your child(ren) throughout the year for either breakfast and/or lunch as long as 

you sign in at the front office (you will need your driverôs license) and sit at the designated 

visitor table. 

Just a reminder that Progress Reports are issued for Grade K-6 on Monday, October 19.  Please review your childôs pro-

gress, sign the report, and return it to your childôs teacher.  If you should have any questions or concerns,  Parent-Teacher 

Conferences are scheduled for Monday, October 26, from 5:00 ï 7:00.  In order to make an appointment, please contact 

the front office at (321)636-5801, and the office clerk would be more than happy to assist you. 

DATES  

TO  

REMEMBER  

Monday, October 19 

¶ Report Cards issued K-6 

 

Tuesday, October 20 

¶ Title 1 Workshop-2nd Grade Math 

Night 5:30-6:30pm 

 

Wednesday, October 21 

¶ Early Dismissal, 1:15pm 

 

Week of Oct 26-Oct 30 

¶ Red Ribbon Week 

¶ Book Fair 

 

Monday, October 26 

¶ Parent/Teacher Conferences; Pre-K-6 

(call Front Office to schedule) 5-7pm 

 

Wednesday, October 28 

¶ Early Dismissal, 1:15pm 

 

Thursday, October 29 

¶ Fall Fesival, 5:30-7:30pm 

 

Friday, October 30 

¶ Awards Ceremony Grades K-6; 

1:30pm 

 

Sunday, November 1 

¶ Daylight savings time ends - turn 

clocks back one hour 

 

Monday, November 2 

¶ Chat with the Principal; 8-8:45am 

 

Tuesday, November 3 

¶ PTO meeting; 3:30pm 

 

Wednesday,  November 4 

¶ Picture retakes Grades K-6 

¶ Early Dismissal, 1:15pm 

¶ Dominoôs Pizza Night 
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Congratulations to our newest National Elementary Honor Society inductees who were selected for membership 

based on their outstanding academic record and leadership qualities.  Our new members include Ethan Berge, Mariah 

Blount, Kadin Cruz, Maisa Doan, Taylor Jackson, Jason Jiang, Taylor Lenau, Ashleigh Lewis, Ashley Merrell, Stephanie 

Mirabito, Tessa Mitzlaff, Charity Mugge, Matthew Robertson, Nila Runyon, Collin Skanes, Hannah Soto, and Jonathan 

Udas. 

Our first Awards Ceremony is coming up on Friday, October 30.  All parents are welcome to attend; just be sure to 

sign in at the front office and get a visitorôs badge (you will need your driverôs license).  Students in Grades K-6 will 

be recognized for their perfect attendance, and students in Grades 3-6 will be recognized for making the Honor Roll.  

The ceremony starts at 1:30.  Once we have recognized the students who received perfect attendance, we dismiss the 

K-2 students back to their classrooms.  All parents are still welcome to stay the entire ceremony. 

Elementary Literacy  

Coach of the Year  

for the  

state of Florida!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind will be hosting another Parent Night Out on Friday, October 23rd from 5:30-7:30pm.  The 

movie is free to all students, and we will have concession items for donations.  We hope to see all students for 

our movie night.  

 

The next newsletter will be published on Friday, October 30, 2015. 

If you have any questions about any item in this newsletter, please contact the school at 321-636-5801. 

Fist grade is busy learning a lot about informational text and writing! Students are enjoying reading all about differ-

ent animals and people and sharing that information with others. Make sure you ask your child something new they 

learned this week about bats! In math, we are learning about time and money this week. These are very important 

math skills that your child will need to use as they grow up. Take this opportunity to use real life examples at home 

of teaching time and money to your child. Showing your child how we use time and money in the real world will make the 

learning experience much better for them. Continue to practice sight words and read every night! Remember to wear 1st grade 

shirts on Wednesdays!  

Second Grade will be hosting a Title 1 Math Night titled ñThe Power of Not Yetò for all second grade parents on 

October 20th at 5:30 pm in the cafeteria.   The second grade team hopes to see all of you there!  Money for our first 

field trip is due October 22nd.  We can only accept cash.  The cost is $10 for the field trip.  Report cards will be is-

sued on October 22nd.  Donôt forget: Fall Festival on October 29th from 5:30-7:30pm.  Second grade will be selling 

hotdogs.  We will be sending home a letter asking for donations next week.  Map skills will be our focus for the next few 

weeks in social studies and then on to pioneers and Native Americans.  The district math assessment will also be given over the 

next two weeks. The t-shirts are in!  We will be distributing them this week.  We will wear our shirts on Tuesdays.  We thank 

you for your support! 

Weôd like to welcome Mrs. Steele!  She has started in the new third grade classroom, and we are delighted to have 

her as part of our third grade team!  Also, a big ñThank youò to Mrs. Turner for filling in for our students.  Parents, 

please keep an eye on those science project due dates.  Your child should have gotten some of the requirements 

checked during class.  If you have any questions, please contact your homeroom teacher.  In math, we are working 

on telling time, and we have now started with MULTIPLICATION!  Donôt let your child fall behind learning those facts!  Have 

your child study as much as possible so they can keep up with their peers in the classroom. 

The first nine weeks are over already!   We have learned a lot and will continue to work hard.  In reading, we have 

begun Unit 2 and are working on fact/opinion and summarizing.  In language arts, we are learning about verbs and 

practicing writing informational paragraphs.  In math, we continue to work on other ways to multiply bigger num-

bers.  In science, we are still learning about food webs and how animals depend on each other to survive.  In social 

studies, we are starting Unit 1 which teaches about Floridaôs geography.  We will be going on our first field trip in early  

November.  Information will be coming home in the next few weeks.  This is a free field trip, but we will need some chaper-

ones.  Remember ï all chaperones must be approved by the district.   

In math, we are finishing topic 4 and moving onto topic 5, which is dividing by multiplies of ten and greater num-

bers. Please make sure that your child is doing his/her math homework EVERY night as it is good practice and it 

will strengthen their skills.  Our classes are currently reading Hound Dog True, by Linda Urban.  We are continuing 

to work on reading strategies, as well as expand our vocabulary knowledge with weekly word lists.  As we conclude 

our social studies unit on early civilizations, we will learn about different Native American tribes and their culture.  

Our wonderful kindergarteners have completed their first nine weeks!  Families, students, and teachers have all been 

working hard to help our students learn challenging life and academic lessons.  Please look for your childôs first pro-

gress report of the year!  We are looking forward to our first Fall Festival Rotations (a fun day of activities which are 

aligned to the standards), on October 30th.  Kindergarten also won an attendance prize, for our amazing attendance 

record!  Please continue to practice letters, sounds, high frequency words (if you have misplaced your copy, let us know!) and 

nightly reading.  ñChildren are taught to read by teachers, but become readers on the laps of their parents.ò Emilie Buchwald 

In social studies, we are continuing our Ancient Egyptian unit learning about how the pyramids were built, mummifi-

cation, daily life, and pharaohs.  In science, we are finishing up our unit on energy, electricity, and magnetism. The 

British Museum has a wonderful website that you can visit to help learn more about Ancient Egypt and can be found 

at:    http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html.   In reading, we are finding supporting details to determine the theme 

when reading literary texts.  We continue to read our chapter book, Chasing Vermeer, and gather clues through text evidence to 

solve the mystery.  Students are encouraged to work read on Istation at home.  Login information was sent home with the stu-

dents recently.  They also have their login information for MyON.  These are both great programs to strengthen reading 

skills.  In math, students are continuing to focus on the standards related to the meaning and application of multiplying and di-

viding mixed numbers and fractions through models and diagrams.  Also, students have been learning a new method of prob-

lem solving called the Singapore Method in their Problems of the Week (P.O.W.)  which enables them to visualize and manip-

ulate numbers more easily in problem solving situations.  

RED RIBBON WEEK is the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign in the country.  This year Red Ribbon Week 

will be celebrated October 23 - 31, 2015.  Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle for communities and individuals to take a 

stand for the hopes and dreams of our children through a commitment to drug prevention and education and a personal commit-

ment to live drug free lives with the ultimate goal being the creation of drug free America. 

 Red Ribbon Week Themed Days 

Monday - Oct. 26 - Put a cap on drugs - Hat Day 

Tuesday - Oct. 27 - Lei off Drugs - Hawaiian Day 

Wednesday - Oct. 28 - Sock it to drugs - Crazy Sock Day 

Thursday - Oct. 29 -  The life you save could be yours - Superhero Day 

Friday - Oct. 30 -  My future is Lookin' Bright - Bright shirts/Sunglasses Day 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html


 

 

Part of being a STARR student is being Responsible. Responsibility means getting to school on time and coming to 

school every day unless you are sick or there is a family emergency. In order to improve our school wide tardiness 

rate and attendance rate, two incentive programs have been put in place. When a class has perfect attendance (no 

tardies and no absences) for a day, a ñPerfect Attendanceò door hanger is displayed on the classroom door. During 

the day, the administrators come by, praise the class, and tear off a perforated section of the door hanger bearing the 

teacherôs name. This section is placed in either a primary (PreK-3) or intermediate (4-6) box. During our awards cer-

emonies, one at the end of every nine weeks, we will draw one primary and one intermediate class who will be treated to a pizza par-

ty. Remember, the more tickets you have for the drawing, the better your chance of being chosen. Additionally, the primary and inter-

mediate classes that have the most tickets will receive a trophy at the awards ceremonies to display in their classrooms for nine 

weeks. The current number of ñPerfect Attendanceò tickets in the drawing to date are as follows: 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The other incentive program to improve school wide tardiness and attendance is displayed on a bulletin board in the commons area. 

The tardy (percentage of students not tardy) and absence rates (percentage of students in attendance) for the month of August were 

displayed for all grade levels. Every grade level had the goal of maintaining or improving both of these rates for the month of Sep-

tember. Any grade level that was able to do this, will receive a small reward. Following are the numbers displayed on graphs: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following grade levels who were able to maintain or improve both their tardy and absence rates:   

Kindergarten, third grade, and sixth grade. 

Parents:  Below you will find general Lexile levels by grade. Istation and MyOn use Lexile levels in their programs.   A 

Lexile measure does not address the content or quality of the book. Lexile measures are based on two well-established 

predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend: word frequency and sentence length. Many other factors affect the 

relationship between a reader and a book, including its content, the age and interests of the reader, and the design of the 

actual book. The Lexile measure is a good starting point in your book-selection process, but you should always consid-

er these other factors when making a decision about which book to choose. 

 

Primary Intermediate 

Vance 11 Badgett 12 Houghtaling 13 

Boyer 2 Boston 11 J. McAdams 15 

Cohen 9 Norman 10 M. McAdams 18 

Stellfox 16 Webb 6 Fricks 7 

Streichert 17 Benton 0 Gamble 13 

Fike 2 Gooden 11 Johnson 21 

Hadley 10 Lent 8 Bissett 12 

Landen 1 Wise 6 Mugge 8 

Wright 24 McGinnis 3 Poole 15 

        Howell 34 

  
Grade 

Aug. 
Tardy 
 Rate 

Sept. 

Tardy 

Rate 

Aug.  

Absence 

Rate 

Sept.  

Absence 

Rate 

  
Grade 

Aug. 

Tardy 

Rate 

Sept. 

Tardy 

Rate 

Aug.  

Absence 

Rate 

Sept. 

Absence 

Rate 

K 97%  98%  98%  98%  4 98%  98%  99%  98%  

�í �õ�õ�9 �õ�ô�9 �õ�ò�9 �õ�ô�9 �ñ �õ�õ�9 �õ�õ�9 �õ�õ�9 �õ�ô�9 

�î �õ�ó�9 �õ�ô�9 �õ�õ�9 �õ�ô�9 �ò �õ�õ�9 �õ�õ�9 �õ�ô�9 �õ�ô�9 

�ï �õ�ó�9 �õ�ó�9 �õ�ô�9 �õ�ô�9           

Lexile Levels by Grade 

Grade Reader Measures, Mid-Year 25th percentile to 75th percentile (IQR) 

1 Up to 300L 

2 140L to 500L 

3 330L to 700L 

4 445L to 810L 

5 565L to 910L 

6 665L to 1000L 

7 735L to 1065L 

8 805L to 1100L 

9 855L to 1165L 

10 905L to 1195L 

11/12 940L to 1210L 


